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Two groups of greenhouses flanking the 
ends of a tennis court enclosure on the 
Marion Davies Estate at Beverly Hills, 


Interesting Linking California. W. E. Flannery, Architect. 
of Tennis Court and Greenhouses 


IRST the group of two wing houses and service 

building was bought by mail. Close on its heels came 

a duplicate order. Each of the four modified curved eave 

Jord i Fjurnham(. greenhouses is our standard 18 by 33 feet. An interest- 
ing example, wouldn't you say, of how standard green- 


IRVINGTON, N. Y. - тубі 2 % å 
house units can be effectively linked with your specially 


New York Detrolt 

— ай cc NE. designed service building? 

== 28 ууссан The fact that the entire transaction for these houses was 
Cleveland St. Catharines done by mail and wire, evidences to you, our abilities and 
аас кез facilities to do things. And do them promptly. 
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Tur Ancmrrker is issued monthly and contains illustrations of the 
best work being produced in America. The selections nre care- 
fully chosen by a Board of Architects, thus saving the profession 
valuable time in weeding out worthless material, 


FEATURES: Every issue will contain twenty-eight to thirty-four 
full page plates; eight to twelve pages of perspectives or line 
drawings. The outside cover will be a Piranesi drawing, changed 
monthly, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Price, mailed flat to any address in the United 
States, Mexico or Cuba, $8.50 per year, two years $12,00; Canada, 
$9.00 per year; any foreign address, $9.50 per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS must reach us at least thirty days before the 
date of issue with which it is to take effect. Duplicate copies can 
not to be sent to replace those undelivered through failure to send 
such advance notice, Be sure to send your address with the new one, 
FORBES PUBLISHING CO., Ixc. 
485 MADISON AVENUE, New York 


25 North Dearborn Street, Chicago 


Copyright, 1930, by The Forbes Publishing Co.. Inc 


Editorially Speaking 


American Federation of Arts 


Tur THIRD EXHIBITION of Contemporary Indus- 
trial Art, consisting of Decorative Metalwork and 
Cotton Textiles will begin in October a cireuit of 
four museums of art in Boston, New York, Chi- 
ago and Cleveland. It will be recalled that in 
line with the poliey of the American Federation 
of Art to demonstrate design in current produc- 
tion and to bring American products into compar- 
ison with those of Europe, the General Educa- 
tion Board, in May, 1927, granted to the Federa- 
tion $25,000 annually for a period of three years, 
to be applied towards assembling and cireulating 
among museums of art a series of international 
collections of the products of today in various in- 
dustrial art fields. 


In accord with the decision to limit the scope of 
these exhibitions the first in the series covered 
the ceramic arts: the second, which is still on 
tour, included decorative glass and rugs: while 
the third, which opened in Boston on the 14th of 
October, embraces only metals and cotton fabrics. 
These broad fields had to be narrowed down to 
more feasible working limits, so that in the metals 
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it was found necessary to exclude jewelry and 
seulpture, likewise the larger architectural pieces 
intended to be attached to buildings. In the cot- 
ton fields are included only woven and printed up- 
holstery and drapery fabrics made entirely of cot- 
ton or containing a very slight admixture of other 
fibres, provided that the design is carried out by 
the cotton itself. Dress materials are not in- 
eluded. 


There will be shown in this third exhibition, in 
addition to the American entries, the work of 
eight foreign countries: Czechoslovakia, Den- 
mark, England, France, Germany, the Nether- 
lands, Sweden and Switzerland. About 939 ob- 
jects produced by some 181 firms and craftsmen 
involving the work of nearly 275 designers, has 
been included. 


American Architecture First 


CONTINENTAL EUROPE Has nothing to offer Ameri 
can builders and operators in the way of new de- 
sign or construction. This was the opinion ex- 
pressed yesterday by Max J. Kramer, president 
of the general contracting company which bears 
his name, in recounting his observations on the 
European Continent during the past three months. 


Mr. Kramer, who left New York last June for his 
villa at Cannes on the Riviera, visited Berlin, 
Paris, Brussels, The Hague, Rotterdam, Nice, 
Munich, and Monte Carlo and at each city he 
made a close study of the new buildings under 
construction. Having built more than 600 office 
structures, apartment houses, hotels, tenements 
and theatres in Greater New York he sought in- 
novations that could be used to advantage here. 


"German architecture for new projects is the best 
in Europe today. Their entrances are imposing 
but not so well finished as ours. They are gener- 
ally of painted caen stone. Their fittings and 
draperies are also worthy of favorable comment 
because they excel over there in this phase of dee- 
oration. Buildings in Germany are limited to 15 
stories in height so there are no skyserapers there 
as we use the term. 


“Та France the architect is also handicapped by 
the zoning regulations. He cannot build higher 
than 10 stories, which means he can run his build- 
ing straight up for 70 feet and then start to set 
back the remaining three floors at an angle of 45 
degrees. This gives the completed edifice a non- 
prepossessing appearance on the upper floors, 
that recede from the front, as the latter look like 
garrets. 
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Anthony Wuchterl, Del. Law, Law & Potter, Madison, Architects 


Study, Office Building Central Illinois Public Service Co., Madison, Wis. 
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"In the matter of facades Germany and France 
have not changed the materials in a hundred 
years. The first story is generally of marble and 
above that the walls are built of common or what 
we call foundation stone covered with a cement 
plaster which becomes very hard. These facades 
are ornamented with overhanging ledges or corn- 
ices and strange as it may seem there are no acci- 
dents from falling chips or parts of the projec- 
tions breaking off and dropping on pedestrians. 
The use of this age-old type of facade allows the 
architect to design better fronts than we have 
here on the average building, and I think the cli- 
mate is largely responsible for the retention of 
cement plaster and stone construction. There are 
no opportunities abroad for American architects. 


English Gothic Carving 


Ах ENGLISH GOTHIC oak panel, delicately carved to 
represent the Coronation of the Virgin, is among 
important recent acquisitions of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 


The panel, which is dated the late fourteenth cen- 
tury, is regarded as an extremely fine piece. Ow- 
ing to the religious wars, few Gothic wood carv- 
ings have survived in England. The panel mea- 
sures about five feet by two feet. It formerly was 
the front face of an elaborate chest, made, no 
doubt, for some princely personage. 


It comes from the private collection of the late 
F. A. Harmon Oates, former keeper of the King’s 
Armory and keeper of the London Museum. The 
Coronation of the Virgin, which is the central mo- 
tif in the frieze, is flanked on either side by six 
small standing figures representing the Apostles. 
Each occupies a separate niche in an architectural 
framework typical of the church ornament of the 
period and can be identified through the symbols 
associated with each. 


Dynamic Symmetry 

Ах Авт SCHOOL recently opened is dedicated to the 
teaching of principles of design and proportion 
which, according to its supporters, constitute the 
long-lost basis of all classic Greek and Egyptian 
art, and which of recent years have caused a 
storm of controversy in artistic circles. Dynamic 
symmetry is the name of the theory, and one of 
its leading exponents is Julian Bowes. 


The school is the first of its kind and, according 
to Mr. Bowes, will carry on the work and teach- 
ings of Jay Hambidge, discoverer and leading 
modern exponent of the theory of dynamic sym- 
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metry, whose work in support of his principles 
was cut short by his death in 1924. 


Dynamic symmetry, according to Mr. Bowes, is 
the grammar of artistic expression and is analog- 
ous to harmony and counterpoint in music. It is 
in no way related to intuitive artistic production, 
but is rather the mechanics and anatomy of space 
guided by a system of principles developed by 
Greek and Egyptian artists, the formalized and 
determining characteristics of which were lost un- 
til rediscovered by Mr. Hambidge while he was 
working under the terms of research scholarships 
at Yale and Harvard. 


Young artists, seeking work in commercial and 
fine arts fields, are being requested to conform to 
the use of dynamic symmetry, Mr. Bowes de- 
clared, so that typography and general advertis- 
ing make-up may present a unity of appeal. He 
pointed out that Mr. Bellows, Leon Kroll, Dean 
Cornwell and Wilfred Conrow have found in the 
newly revived system a tool of organization which 
has released the intuitive powers from the trouble 
of solving the more complex problems of mechan- 
ical composition. 


Antique Craze 


Tur DESIRE TO possess antique rooms, following 
the more harmless fad for collecting antique furni- 
ture and decorations, now endangers buildings of 
historic beauty and is seriously hampering the 
progress of the arts, said A. Lawrence Kocher of 
Forest Hills, Chairman of the Committee on Pres- 
ervation of Historie Monuments of the American 
Institute of Architects, in making public the re- 
sults of an inquiry by the committee. 


Mr. Kocher also made public a communication ad- 
dressed to C. Herrick Hammond, President of the 
institute, by the Society for the Protection of An- 
cient Buildings in England, which protested 
against the removal of ancient English buildings 
to the United States. 


“The colonial houses of New York, New Jersey, 
New England and the South have in many cases 
been stripped of unique cabinet work, including 
mantels, stairways paneling and wrought iron— 
removed as from a stone quarry and built into 
apartments and country homes, or set up in mu- 
seums to satisfy the period-room eraze," Mr. 
Kocher said. 


“Тһе houses thus mutilated become a loss to their 
communities and a very doubtful benefit to anoth- 
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er. Such old work piaced in a new setting with 
new materials bears with it the element of decep- 
tion and inconsistency, and the historic value of 
these unrelated fragments is destroyed. 


“It has set up a sentimental fashion for the style 
of rooms and furniture that is definitely remote 
from present-day living. and has discouraged the 
trade in the development of the arts, for_this cult 
for the antique has a deadening effect on modern 
cabinet workers.”” 


England no less than America has suffered from 
the aggressive operations of the American collec- 
tor. A few years ago Warwick Priory, a well 
known building of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
was torn down and re-ereeted with alterations in 
this country. Agecroft Hall from Lancashire, a 
building that had been listed for preservation by 
the British Government, also found its way aeross 
the Atlantie. During this year a very fine old 
tithe barn at Bardenstoke in Wiltshire wzs 
brought to America, stone by stone, in spite of the 
most urgent plea by A. Н. Powys, Secretary of 
the British soeiety, that the building be spared 
for the English countryside. 


Official action on the situation will be taken by the 
institute at its sixty-third annual convention, to 
be held in Washington in May. Meantime, the 
Executive Committee of the institute, it was an- 
nounced, has joined with the Royal Institute of 
British Architects in urging the preservation of 
Old 87% House, in Jamaica, L. I., which it de- 
seribes as a notable example of early architecture 
in the Western Hemisphere. 


Modern Hotel 


THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT for the first fireproof, 
reinforced concrete hotel in Bermuda has just 
been awarded by The Princess Hotel Company, 
Ltd., of Hamilton, Bermuda, to John W. Fergu- 
son Company of New York. It will be 612 stories 
high, located on the waterfront of Hamilton Har- 
bor, and the first unit in a large project. 


The entire hotel will be assembled in New York 
City in the form of all the materials and equip- 
ment, and conveyed in a fleet of ships to Hamilton. 
Even the sand and the gravel will be sent from 
New York, beeause the sand and coral rock of 
Bermuda cannot be used for reinforced concrete. 
All of the executive construction staff and all of 
the skilled labor to erect this hotel will be taken 
from New York. Everything will be landed at 
the hotel dock, a few hundred feet from the site, 
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and conveyed to the point of use on a miniature 
railway system installed for the purpose. 


Bermuda has no fresh water underground. All 
the water required for the construction and all 
the water to be used by the hotel will be gathered 
by rain@tchers. This will be the first hotel on 
the island to supply both hot and cold fresh water 
to all rooms, each of which will have a bathroom. 
A complete vapor heating system will be installed 
to keep every room dry when the humidity is high 
or the air is damp. 


The lighting system in each room will be divided 
on three circuits so that no room will ever be in 
darkness because of a fuse blowout. The night 
lights in the corridors will be located near the 
floors instead of at the ceiling, preventing annoy- 
ance to sleepers by light reflection at night. 


A number of other features, new to Bermuda ho- 
tels, have been planned for this structure by Clin- 
ton MacKenzie, New York, the architect. 


Building Construction Courses 


THE apprriow or three new courses to the con- 
stantly increasing number of classes in the archi- 
tectural building of the College of the City of New 
York was announced yesterday hy Dr. Frederick 
B. Robinson, the president. 


The new comprise a course in the modern methods 
of heating and ventilating based on recent develop- 
ments in the use of oil, gas and mechanical stok- 
ers; a class in applied building construction and 
design in which the instructor, William J. Ho- 
hauser, will have his students work on the actual 
problems, and a class in the technique of plan 
reading and estimating. 


Dr. Robinson commenting upon the expansion, 
said: * America has no more dramatic a demon- 
stration of invention and rapid change than that 
to be found in architecture and construction. Each 
month new materials are discovered, new princi- 
ples of design formulated and new regulations 
are set up by Legislatures to insure safety and 
sanitary conditions. To keep those connected 
with the offices of architects and builders in touch 
with the latest developments in their fields is the 
object of this group of courses. 


“It is the proposal of the college to keep abreast 
of the needs of our everchanging civilization. Be- 
sides organizing our regular staff into depart- 
ments of instruction, we include also specialists 
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who are in the forefront of scientific progress. 
These two groups seek to keep those engaged in 
the world’s work informed of the most modern 
discoveries in both theory and practice.” 


This Smoke Nuisance 


Ån ATTACK ох the New York City smoke nuisance 
along what is believed to be the most constructive 
line that has yet been attempted is revealed in a 
report which was made public by John Lowry, 
Chairman of the Committee of The Merchants’ 
Association which is now, at the request of Mayor 
Walker, writing a proposed revision of the New 
York City Building Code. 


Mr. Lowry made public the report of The Associa- 
tion’s Sub-committee on Heating and Ventilating, 
dealing with heating plants. The chief recommen- 
dation in this report is that the smoke nuisance 
be attacked at the source. In line with this recom- 
mendation the Sub-committee has written a pro- 
posed heating and ventilating code which would 
require that, in future, heating plants both in resi- 
dences and in business buildings of every charac- 
ter, not only be adequate to do the work assigned 
to them but be installed in boiler and furnace 
rooms large enough to provide a supply of fresh 
air adequate to insure proper combustion before 
gases leave the chimney. 


"The report also provides that furnaces larger 
than those installed in small residences shall be so 
designed as to avoid any smoke nuisance, but that 
when furnaces do generate cinders, fly-ash or soot 
in objectionable quantities, ash and soot collectors 
must be installed. The maximum amounts of such 
matter which may be discharged have been fixed 
at limits known to be reasonable by experience 
and simple, practical engineering tests are estab- 
lished to determine the discharge. 


“Тһе requirements for chimneys have been 
brought up to date and improved by a system of 
classification which will permit more economical 
and safer construction.’’ 


Building and Home Ownership 


ESTIMATES PRESENTED TO the very recent meeting 
of the Planning Committee in the Commerce De- 
partment indicated that at least $50,000,000,000 
will be spent on new residential construction in 
this country during the next 20 years, and that in 
addition upwards of $500,000,000 a year is being 
spent currently on household repairs and main- 
tenance. 
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A compilation of the most recent vacancy surveys 
made throughout the country indicates that in 
many centers the number of desirable vacant 
houses and apartments is not excessive, and that, 
with the present low rate of residential building 
activity, a resumption of more active building will 
soon be required by the needs of our steadily 
growing population, and the razing of old struc- 
tures. 


Also it was brought out at the meeting that with 
recent drops in prices of important building mate- 
rials, an ample number of highly skilled building 
trades workers available, contractors anxious to 
obtain work, and first mortgage money generally 
available at reasonable terms, conditions are now 
favorable for home builders who have the re- 
sources and intend to build, to go ahead. In gen- 
eral, conditions are also good for going aheaa 
with repairs, alterations and improvements to ex- 
isting houses. 


It was clearly brought out, for example, that as- 
sured quality of new construction, so important to 
home buyers and home builders, is a goal that in- 
terests financing agencies who want the best pos- 
sible securities behind their loans. Reputable 
builders want assured quality because they suffer 
when an unscrupulous or ignorant competitor 
puts improperly built houses on the market, or 
bases a low bid on the expectation of doing infer- 
ior work. It appears that there is a fruitful field 
for joint efforts on the part of lenders, builders, 
architects, real estate men, material manufactur- 
ers and dealers, and several other groups in solv- 
ing this problem. 


American Title Association 


SIMPLIFICATION or THE laws and restrictions con- 
cerning the ownership and use of real estate will 
be the principal consideration of the Twenty-fourth 
Annual Convention of the American Title Asso- 
ciation, which will meet in Richmond, Virginia, 
October 6 to 10. 


Five hundred representatives of title companies 
from forty-five states are expected to attend and 
to plan action on the association’s program to 
simplify real estate title laws. Designed to re- 
move the technicalities causing delays and un- 
necessary expense in real estate deals, the title 
association will take immediate steps to present 
and secure their enactment as laws in several 
states. 
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Comprehensive view of interior of Great Chamber 


The Great Chamber of Gilling Castle 


A Splendid Example of Elizabethan Architecture 


Nor ONLY 18 the Great Chamber of Gilling Castle 
an important survival of Elizabethan architecture 
but this stately interior recently purchased in 
England by Arthur S. Vernay, the New York 
antiquarian, is also remarkable for its painted 
glass and murals. The room, which is destined 
for the United States, contains, according to Eng- 
lish authorities, ‘‘the finest display of sixteenth 
century glass that has survived,’’ there being in- 
tact several large windows full of beautiful heral- 
die glazing. 


The Great Chamber, or dining room, measures 
thirty-nine feet in length by twenty-two in width 
and is surrounded by a paneled and carved wood 
wainscoting eleven feet seven inches in height, 
from the floor to the cornice. Above this is a 
painted frieze three feet eight inches deep, depict- 
ing at regular intervals the family trees of great 
houses of Britain in flowering landscapes oceu- 


pied by mythological and other animals, such as 
the unicorn, lion, elephant and camel. 


Much of the glass was the work of a Dutchman, 
Bernard Dininckhoff, who was imported to Eng- 
land for the work about 1585. According to the 
records the room was completed in that year, the 
date being recorded on a panel of the south win- 
dow, one of three in all which figure in the en- 
semble. 


The glass from Gilling’s Great Chamber is соп- 
sidered very delicate end beautiful in color, the 
motifs carried out being unusual in desien and 
drawing. A bay window displays the heraldry 
and geneology of the Fairfax family, and the 
south window that of the Stapleton’s, the family 
of Sir William Fairfax’s second wife. The re- 
maining window, on the east side, is devoted to 
the arms and devices of the Constable family. 
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View of paneling and frieze in Great Chamber 


Though this one may have been executed in 
the early years of the castle, it is, however, 
of later date than the other two windows. 


Sir William Fairfax succeeded to the owner- 
ship of Gilling on the death of his father, 
Sir Nicholas Fairfax, in 1571. It is to Sir 
William that the castle owes its decoration 
in the present form. Many of the facts re- 
garding its history have been obtained from 
a book in manuscript form, which belonged 
to either Sir William or his son. This book 
is called ** A Regester of All the Gentlemens 
Armes in Ye Great Chamber," a room re- 
markable for its wealth of heraldic ornament. 


The frieze of the chamber is painted on 
wood. Each tree in the series displays the 
arms of the gentlemen of Yorkshire of Sir 
William Fairfax's time. as referred to in the 
family ““regester.”” There are 450 small 
shields in the frieze, of which seven are 


blank. 
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A charming feature of the frieze is the por- 
tion with figures of ladies and gentlemen 
playing musical instruments. The costumes 
of the day of Elizabeth are extremely well 
shown, and the designs also retain much of 
their original charm of pattern and color. 


The chimney piece is another striking ele- 
ment of the room, a superb piece of carving 
with various coats of arms in full colors. 
The principal panel contains the arms of 
Sir William Fairfax, while the large panel 
in the upper central part pays tribute to 
Elizabeth, whose arms are represented en- 
cireled with the Garter, charged with the 
motto of the order and surmounted by an 
arched crown, with orb and cross. 


The woodwork of the walls consists of re- 
peated rows of square panels inset with 
The subdivided 
s have delicately incised floral sprigs, 
varied in other panels with leaf devices. 


panels of diamond shape. 
ar 


The striking chimney piece of Gilling Castle 
showing coats of arms 
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Americas First Glass House 


Stanley 


by Gene С. 


THE ULTIMATE Nore of beauty in business build- 
ing, is struck by a store now under construction in 
Los Angeles. 


Hollow glass bricks, similar to those employed to 
some extent in Germany, France and Holland, are 
heing used in this structure. Hence, it is note- 
worthy, as introducing a new construction mate- 
ial into America, as well as exemplifying the dis- 
tinetion that may be attained by a comparatively 
small business building. 


Paul D. Howse, president of the Electrical Prod- 
ucts Corporation, is the builder. George F. 
Meyers, art director and head of the architectural 
staff of that firm, has prepared the plans. 


Although beauty is the paramount feature of this 
building, there are noteworthy practical advan- 
tages, also. Unusual strength is attained, not 
only by the fact that glass itself has a greater ten- 
sile strength than clay bricks; but that, these 
glass bricks are made with corrugated sides and 
an interlocking device on the ends which, when 


cemented together, make the finished structure 
practically impervious to shocks and jars. 


These bricks have a highly glazed surface and are 
transparent, reflecting the sunshine in all the 
colors of the rainbow. The prism-like columns are 
faced with black onyx. Aluminum, used as a 
joining at the edges, forms an effective contrast 
for trimming. 


The usual plate glass windows, in metal and wood 
casements, are used for display purposes. They 
are bordered at the top by clear glass, with sand 
blasted designs, and paneled beneath, with black 
onyx, also sand blasted. 


The ceiling is of opaque glass, paneled with rich 
gold and silver tones. The roof and small glass 
tower that surmount it, are of glass shingles,— 
iridescent in the sun’s rays by day and radiant 
with rich-toned Neon lights at night. 


It is a veritable crystal palace. Opalescent sur- 
faces—lavenders, pinks, greens and blues—pale, 
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clear colors brilliantly marked with crystal panes 
and columns of jet. This building has the beauty 
of a mammoth diamond of eight sparkling facets. 
Again, the combination of the practical with the 
beautiful is noted in the floor plan. Being located 
on the corner of two boulevards, Angeles Mesa 
Drive and West Adams Street, with a driveway 
on the other sides flanked by other shops, the en- 
tire outer wall of this building is valuable for dis- 
play. Hence, the octagon shaping, as illustrated, 
gives a maximum window space for the four 
shops, into which, the interior is divided. 


The transparency of the glass causes a soft light 
in the interior. The vacuum space of the bricks 
keeps out sound and provides an even tempera- 
ture. Furthermore, since glass cannot absorb 
moisture, this structure will be entirely free from 
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the dampness frequently found in other types of 
buildings. 

In fact, there seems no ‘‘stone’’ of eritieism to 
throw at this “glass house’’; and it is rather sig- 
nificant that its designer is both an artist and a 
scientist. Mr. Meyers, in his twelve years’ con- 
nection with the Electrical Products Corporation, 
has become known for his achievements with Neon 
lighting, having recently adapted it to interior 
use. As an artist,—one of his landscapes in oil 
was hung in the White House by the late Wood- 
row Wilson. 


This new building aptly expresses its designer’s 
two-fold ability,—in its clear-cut lines of the ultra- 
modern art trend and in setting a new mark in 
superior construction. 
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Exterior, Chicago Civie Opera House, Chicago, Ill. 
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Detail, Chicago Civie Opera House, Chicago, Ill. 
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Stairway, Chicago Civie Opera House, Chicago, Ill. 
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Ernest Graham, Studio Dunn & Copper, Cleveland, Architects 


Side Entrance to Manakiki Country Club, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Ernest Graham, Studio 


Dunn & Copper, Cleveland, Architects 


Dining Room, Manakiki Country Club, Cleveland, Ohio 


OO 'puvpoAo[)) UI) &1juno;) ppppeue]y “шоо Buu Wew 


sjooynpory “рицәләр) “iəddoo y uunqq отря p puir 


LOMLIHDUV WHL 


omg 'ривјалојо quí) &nuno;) yiyene ‘Sunog шүү 


spanypaıy “ризјолој) 19ddoj) y uunq рта 


LIHONV GHA 


ощо ‘pu у QUO Хазипог) DB Rue] 


81293 y “addo 


1 


"m edu. ЇЇ. 


ST Wy YET 7 


1 


November, 1930 THE ARCHITECT 49 


Ernest Graham, Studio Dunn & Copper, Cleveland, Architects 


Men’s Locker Room, Manakiki Country Club, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Orville K. Blake, Photo. James A. Wetmore, Supervising Architect 


Service Entrance, Internal Revenue Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Orville К. Blake, Photo. James A, Wetmore, Supervising Architect 


Detail, Main Entrance, Internal Revenue Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Orville K. Blake, Photo. James A. Wetmore, Supervising Architect 


Lobby, Internal Revenue Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Orville K. Blake, Photo. James A. Wetmore, Supervising Architect 


Stairway Detail, Internal Revenue Building, Washington, D. C. 
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Main Entrance, House, Mr. Wm. T. Rice, Pittsfield, Mass. 
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LeRoy 5. Robbins, Photo. 


Mantle by Robert Adam, Kempshot House Room, City Art Museum, St. Louis, Mo. 
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LeRoy 8. Robbins, Photo. 


Hooded Door Way from Bristol, England, City Art Museum, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Miller & Warnecke, Oakland, Architects 
House, Dr. Henry C. Petray, Oakland, Calif. 
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Changing Styles 


By William Orr Ludlow, F.A.LA. 


15 wopERNISTIO ARCHITECTURE soon to displace the 
prevailing styles? 


Do Colonial, Elizabethan, Italian Renaissance 
now belong to the past in this country, and a few 
years hence will they simply indicate buildings 
that are old fashioned? Shall we soon refer to 
them with the complacent superiority with which 
we mention Victorian Gothic, French Mansard, 
Cupola and Band Saw architecture? 


Now, this is a very interesting question to most of 
us, and an exceedingly important question to 
those who are about to build, or who are anxious 
about the sale value of their homes or other build- 
ings. 


In attempting an answer, let us admit the fact 
that the present generation cares little for tradi- 
tion. We are beginning to do things now more 
because they are reasonable than because **we al- 
ways have done them that way." To be sure, it 
leaves us in a position of uncertainty about what 
we shall be doing tomorrow, but, after all, adven- 
ture is the only way of progress. 


We must admit too that in this “machine age," 
efficiency is making us more materialistic, and less 
responsive to such intangible things as sentiment, 
tradition, beauty. These new standards have 
even now affected nearly everything—business 
methods, habits, customs, ethics, religious views, 
music, art, all in greater or less degree, and that 
they will affect our architecture is quite sure. 


Indeed one has but to look at our recent sky- 
serapers to see that the architecture of our big 
buildings has not only been affected; it has been 
revolutionized. We have proven that it is not nec- 
essary to borrow the old clothes of previous gen- 
erations to cover an entirely new creation—the 
steel frame building. We have designed office 
buildings that are truthful, logical and beautiful; 
that have no trace of Colonial, Elizabethan or 
Italian. 


Moreover, in our big buildings we are beginning 
to replace the small units like brick by materials 
in large units such as sheets of non-corrodible 
chrome steel, large wall boards for plaster, light 
hollow plaster blocks for brick or tile, re-inforced 
conerete in great slabs for terra cotta blocks. Al- 


ready, therefore, the skyscraper of today bears no 
resemblance even in style to high buildings of 
only a few years ago, and the skyscrapers of a 
few years hence will bear no resemblance to the 
skyscrapers of today. 


It is quite sure then that we are in the midst, per- 
haps only at the beginning, of an era of change, 
aud what is happening to our large buildings is 
likely to happen to our smaller buildings. In fact 
we are quite sure to use in our smaller buildings 
many of the new materials borrowed from our 
large buildings. 


Of course, in designing our houses, we have not 
the same problems to solve that the steel frame 
and great height impose, nor have the require- 
ments of the house changed as greatly as those of 
the office building. But every day new materials 
and new forms of construction are being put on 
the market and new things are demanded such as 
the incorporation of the garage with the house, 
the omission of the separate dining room and 
larger windows for more sunshine, 


It seems quite sure also that a few years from now 
the slow process of sending a lot of lumber to the 
site to be cut and fitted laboriously by a gang of 
carpenters to make the frame of a house, will be 
replaced by the less expensive shop production of 
light steel members, cut and fitted in the shops, 
sent to the site, a steel frame complete, and 
erected in a few days time by a few especially 
skilled erectors. 


It seems quite sure that we shall use in our houses 
more large units like wall boards, to do away with 
the traditional three coats of plaster, that our 
floors will be in a single plastic slab instead of 
small boards, that our roof coverings will no long- 
er be of little shingles put on by hand at consider- 
able expense, but of sheet metal of durability and 
pleasant design or of large thin composition or 
terra cotta slabs. 


We may say then that there are these major fac- 
tors that we must reckon with in any attempt to 
answer our question as to the passing of present 
architectural styles—the disregard of tradition, 
the efficieney of a machine age, the introduction of 
new materials and new methods of building and 
new housing requirements. That these will change 
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PNEUMATIC TUBES 


IN A PUBLIC UTILITY . . . Brooklyn (N. Y.) Edison Co, One 

of nine public utility installations. When handling high vol:age lines. 

“Men at work" has special significance. Pneumatic Tubes swiftly 
carry vital orders. 


QUICKER SERVICE 
TO THE CUSTOMER 


IN A WHOLESALE DRUG FIRM 
In W. J. Gilmore Drug Co.'s two mil- 
lion dollar building in Pittsburgh, P. 
twenty-nine 3” lines reach out to stock 
rooms, sales, credit, billing departments. 


‚ By speeding 
the handling 


of orders 
IN MAIL ORDER HOUSES 


Montgomery Ward & Co.'s branches ш ANG Corres- 
Denver, Fort Worth, Oklahoma City, 


Sioux City and Spokane use GFG Atlas 
tubes. Sears, Roebuck Co. have 37 line pondence 
. 
with a 


systems in Atlanta and Boston branches. 
dependable 


mechanical 


IN A HARDWARE PLANT 
Yale & Towne, Mfg. Co.'s Works at 
Stamford, Conn. is equipped with СС 

Atlas tubes. 


IN A PHARMACEUTICAL PLANT messenger 


Parke-Davis Co.'s Detroit plant speeds о t 

its shipments and correspondence to cus- sys em 

tomers by using GOG Atlas 3" x 6" 
oval tubes. 


IN A WHOLESALE GROCERY 
CONCERN 
S. S. Pierce, Boston, Mass. (estab'ished 
1831), promote customer good-will by 
quicker service 1 GEG Atlas Me 
chanical messengers between office, 
sales, shipping and stock rooms. 


Catalog in Sweet's Archt. Cat. 1931 Ed. pp. D 6350-52 
Catalog in Specification Data, 1930 Ed. pp. 232 233 


G&G ATLAS SYSTEMS, INC. 
552 West Broadway New York, N. Y. 
411 Dominion Bank Bldg., Toronto 


Oval leather carriers are used wherever the 
material to be transported, because of bulk 
от nature, more conveniently fits this shape, 
Destination of contents indica'ed by mov. 
able numerals in cover, Home station of 
carrier is-usually painted on its side, Maxi» 
mum INSIDE measurements, 2 5/16” х 
5 5/16” across and 14” long 
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both our architecture and our construction are 
without the shadow of a doubt. 


Having admitted all this, let us pause just a mo- 
ment, however, to remember that there is, fortu- 
nately, an element that enters into the design of 
a home that the methods of the big building and 
a machine age will never destroy. The home is 
not primarily built to pay dividends, and the sen- 
timent about “home”” is not dead yet by any 
means. Witness the thousands of individual homes 
being erected all over the country even in these 
hard times. 


The “family” still means something and as long 
as it does, the design of our homes is not going to 
be levelled to the utilitarian box that some would 
have us believe. In making the home, efficiency 
and iconoclasm will never wipe out that kind of 
sentiment that opposed to materialism makes lite 
worth while. 


We are surely going to change the character of 
our homes, we shall probably abandon largely the 
“styles,” but we are not about to rush headlong 
into a sterile modernism, nor shall we ehange our 
ideas over night, of what is beautiful and suitable 
for the expression of **home 
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THE WAY TO GREATER INCOME ° - 
From OLDER 


BUILDINGS 


Rental values of older 
buildings must ordinarily go down in 
order to meet the increasing competition 
of adjacent modem buildings. If the 
older buildings are modernized, the 


rental value can be maintained. 


New elevator cars and 
fronts, and other new elevator acces- 
sories greatly aid in making an older 


building more attractive to desirable 


tenants. 


O Т | S ELEVATOR COMPANY 


OFFICES - IN - ALL ° PRINCIPAL * CITIES · OF * THE - WORLD 


Five Seventy Lexington 
Avenue Building 
New York 


Cross @ Cross Clyde R. Place 
Architects Consulting Engineer 


A. L. Hartridge Company, Inc. 
General Contractors 


Fifty Stories of architectural 
majesty —vitalized by Westing- 
house Elevators, gliding with a 
quiet smoothness and an efficient 
speed, a performance permitted only 
through fine elevator equipment. 


Westinghouse Elevators are the 
logical Highways of Modern 
Architecture 


